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The industry certification program, designed to validate desktop computer proficiency and workplace skills, is being continued for 2007-08 for business technology instructors in Tennessee.  This program is designed to meet minimal guidelines for teaching in business technology programs.  Recommendations are for business technology instructors to pass one MOS PowerPoint exam, one other MOS exam selected by the instructor, and the 3-part IC3 exam.  Local school systems may add more stringent requirements, such as Cisco certification for networking teachers.
The University of Memphis has been selected to coordinate this program.  Business technology instructors will be required to pass industry certification exams in a minimum of three areas:  presentation skills, an area relating to their primary teaching area, and basic computer and internet skills.  Individual school systems may establish more stringent standards for instructors in specialized programs.  For example, Cisco certification may be required for instructors who are teaching in the networking area.  
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The Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) international certification program is considered a standard for demonstrating desktop skills with business productivity applications (word processing, spreadsheets, presentation graphics, database, and e-mail/conferencing). This exam is designed for individuals to demonstrate a high level proficiency with office computer applications. The Internet and Computing Core Certification (IC3) will be used to measure industry standards relating to use of computer hardware, software, networks, and the Internet.  Plans are to continue evaluation for MOS certification and add IC3 certification this year.
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Twenty testing sessions will be available during the year to provide opportunities for business technology instructors to demonstrate industry certification proficiency.   Instructors will be given an opportunity to register for one or more of the sessions.  Test sites will be established in Memphis, Jackson, Nashville, Murfreesboro, Cleveland, and Knoxville.  After receiving the fee for the exam, instructors will be provided with access to online training and practice test materials that can be installed on a home or school computers to prepare for the exam. Each business instructor should complete a minimum of one or more MOS certifications this year plus IC3 certification.
There are no charges for online resources, practice materials, testing sessions, or any other part of the program with the exception of a fee to cover the cost of each exam.  This fee will be $60 per MOS exam which includes an exam plus a free retake within 30 days.  The fee for all three parts of the IC3 exam will be $75.  Dr. Brooks will provide additional information along with procedures needed by instructors to register for the industry certification program.  You can contact Dr. Brooks at the following e-mail address:  Lloyd.Brooks@memphis.edu .  The testing session registration form is located on the “Certify” link on the following web site:  http://www.misprofessor.net   
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